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given,  under  these  circumstances,  to  the  extent  of 
drachm  doses,  without  any  effect  whatever. 

I  have  been  frequently  asked,  Why  do  you  prefer 
Tartarized  Antimony  to  the  other  emetics,  such  as  the 
Sulphate  of  Zinc,  &c.  ?  My  answer  is,  because  in  the 
first  instance,  it  keeps  up  a  more  continual  vomiting; 
and,  secondly,  the  system  under  its  influence,  on 
emerging  from  collapse,  is  prevented  from  running 
into  an  excess  of  action  by  its  conservative  prin¬ 
ciple.  It  also  acts  in  a  specific  manner,  not 
alone  upon  that  peculiar  condition  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal,  but  also  by 
eliciting  an  improved  secretion  from  the  biliary  or¬ 
gans.  Therefore  I  select  it. 

The  symptoms  denoting  a  favourable  issue  are : 
The  revival  of  the  countenance ;  the  eye  resum¬ 
ing  its  vigour  ;  the  sight  becoming  clearer ;  the 
disappearance  of  the  lividity  of  the  lips  ;  the  voice 
improving;  cramps  diminishing;  stools  more  gruelly 
and  less  serous  ;  return  of  pulse ;  heat  of  skin, 
tongue,  and  breath  increased ;  the  vomiting  con¬ 
tinuing  until  a  return  of  the  secretions ,  with  great 
thirst;  (when  these  two  latter  were  present,  I  never 
lost  one  case,  if  bloody  stools  did  not  appear:)  and, 
lastly,  the  return  of  bile  and  urine.  The  symptoms 
indicative  of  an  unfavourable  issue  during  collapse, 
are,  great  prostration;  the  whispering  voice  becoming 
quite  inaudible;  the  impossibility  of  inducing 
vomiting  or  its  discontinuance  ;  thirst  diminishing  ; 

dejection  and  collapse  of  countenance;  cold  clammy, 
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sweats  ;  hurried  respiration  ;  tongue  icy  cold  and 
moist ;  pulseless  at  the  wrist,  with  but  a  feeble  undu¬ 
lation  in  the  brachial  artery;  stools  entirely  serous, 
devoid  of  flocculi,  as  pellucid  as  water;  bloody  stools, 
like  the  washings  of  raw  beef ;  this  invariably  is  a 
mortal  symptom.  Choleric  odour  increased,  sleep, 
and  increased  corrugation  of  the  extremities  of  the 
fingers,  with  cold,  clammy  moisture  exuding  from 
them.  The  cheeks  are  often  as  cold  as  ice,  whilst 
the  forehead  feels  quite  warm  ;  I  cannot  account  for 
this  extraordinary  fact,  but  it  has  always  struck  me 
forcibly  as  a  circumstance  requiring  additional 
attention. 

A  relapse  is  usually  fatal— I  have  seen  exceptions. 
Most  writers  describe  the  integrity  of  the  brain  as 
unimpaired;  to  this  doctrine  I  cannot  subscribe,  for 
the  total  absence,  in  almost  every  case,  of  regard  to 
their  peculiarly  dangerous  situation,  and  still  more, 
the  careless  disregard  of  their  dearest  friends,  shows 
a  functional  depression,  participating  in  degree 
with  the  general  character  of  the  morbid  im¬ 
pression. 

My  remarks  upon  the  post  mortem  appearances 
are  limited,  from  the  causes  I  have  before  adverted 
to  ;  those  which  fell  under  my  observation,  all  of 
which  died  in  collapse,  presented  a  congested  state 
of  the  large  internal  vessels  of  the  venous  system, 
the  heart  gorged  with  deteriorated,  black,  treacly 
blood  ;  very  generally  depositions  of  fibrin  in  the 
heart  and  large  vessels,  sometimes  to  a  great  extent; 
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the  gall  bladder  mostly  full,  with  the  duct  pervious, 
and  not  one  drop  of  bile  in  the  duodenum.  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  reconcile  these  remarkable  facts. — In¬ 
testines  devoid  of  fsecal  matter  or  odour,  inter¬ 
nal  surface  pale,  with  patches  elevated  and  rough. 

In  the  stomach  I  have  seen  brown  cineritious 
patches,  very  similar  to  the  appearance  which  I 
observed  on  the  opaque  surface  of  the  cornea,  in 
many  cases  in  the  Cholera  Hospital  at  Liverpool ; 
this  appearance  on  the  eye  was  usually  evident  an 
hour  or  two  previous  to  dissolution.  The  bladder 
contracted  in  a  singular  manner. 

As  soon  as  reaction  appears  under  this  treatment, 
I  have  never  yet  found  in  any  one  instance,  amongst 
the  very  large  number  1  have  seen,  any  want  of  a 
due  proportion  of  the  various  secretions,  without 
the  aid  of  one  grain  of  Calomel — neither  is  it  at¬ 
tended  with  troublesome  diarrhoea,  which  so  often 
proves  fatal  in  the  consecutive  stage. 

Where  cholera  has  attacked  persons  advanced  in 
pregnancy,  it  has  almost  always  proved  fatal,  in  every 
instance  under  my  own  observation  but  one,  and  that 
was  treated  with  the  antimonial  solution.  She  was 
six  months  advanced ;  and  in  that  stage  of  the 
disease  to  be  placed  amongst  the  cases  of  class  No.  2, 
with  very  feeble  pulse  ;  the  medicine  had  its  full 
effect  of  vomiting,  without  the  least  inconvenience. 
The  other  cases  were  treated  by  various  remedies  ; 
in  no  instance  was  there  premature  labour,  and  they 
died  in  the  stage  of  collapse. 
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The  following  are  authorities  of  much  professional 
experience,  bearing  unintentionally  upon  the  above 
practice,  and  corroborating  strongly  its  importance. 
We  have  the  following  observations  upon  the 
authority  of  Dr.  Elliotson,  (vide  The  Lancet,  Nov, 
17,  1832,  page  228,)  when  speaking  of  cold  water 
in  extreme  collapse  : — “  In  many  cases  they  have 
vomited  it  up,  and  said  they  were  all  the  better 
for  it,  and  as  soon  as  they  have  vomited  they  have 
asked  for  more.  The  water  felt  pleasantly  cold  to 
them,  and  the  action  of  vomiting  so  much  re¬ 
lieved  them,  that  they  would  not  take  anything 
else.” 

They  ahvays  express  relief  after  the  remedial 
vomiting,  but  not  from  the  distressing  vomiting, 
caused  by  the  morbid  impression. 

Again,  Dr.  Hardwicke  Shute  says  :  (vide  his 
Memorial,  No.  1,  addressed  to  the  Central  Board  of 
London,)  “ — In  what  I  consider  the  most  favorable 
cases,  vomiting  is  almost  immediately  produced, 
and  the  patient  in  two  or  three  minutes  again  calls 
for,  and  eagerly  drinks,  the  same  quantity,  with  the 
same  result;  this  is  often  continued  for  hours.” 
In  another  part  he  correctly  observes, — “The  ac¬ 
knowledged  effect  of  vomiting  in  checking  diarrhoea, 
equalising  the  circulation,  emptying  the  vessels 
of  the  liver,  and  consequently  the  importance  of 

NOT  CHECKING  a  NATURAL  ACTION  WHICH  HAS  A 
CONSERVATIVE  TENDENCY.” 

I  commenced  the  antimonial  practice  on  the  28tli 
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July,  1832,  about  the  same  period  that  Dr.  Shute 
commenced  his  trial  of  cold  water  ;  the  nature 
of  the  practices  in  many  respects  are  similar, 
yet,  from  the  opinions  he  has  expressed,  as  to  its 
modus  operandi ,  we  propose  arriving  at  the  same 
happy  conclusion  through  very  different  views. 

We  have,  I  believe,  numerous  instances  in  the 
Indian  Reports  of  the  apparently  spontaneous 
recoveries,  where  medical  aid  could  not  be  had. 
There  is  no  doubt  in  these  cases  cold  water  was 
always  at  hand,  and  as  little  doubt  that  it  was 
eagerly  taken;  of  course  producing  vomiting;  and 
probably  was  the  curative  means  accidentally  re¬ 
sorted  to. 

In  the  premonitory  diarrhoea  I  have  administered 
the  same  remedy,  with  the  most  marked  success, 
without  any  other  aid ;  checking  it,  by  apparently 
changing  the  morbid  action  of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  intestines,  and  eliciting  an  improved  condi¬ 
tion  in  the  biliary  secretions  ;  at  least  so  I  must 
suppose,  for  the  evacuations  re-assume  a  healthy 
colour. 

The  success  attending  this  part  of  my  treatment, 
which  will  be  found  corroborated  by  the  practice  of 
Mr.  Ollier,  in  the  New  Bailey,  and  by  Mr.  Stott, 
who  commenced  it  in  this  premonitory  stage,  at 
my  recommendation,  (see  their  able  and  accompany¬ 
ing  letters)  has  induced  me,  without,  I  hope,  the  ap¬ 
pearance  or  intention  of  anything  like  empyricism, 
to  append  at  the  conclusion  a  few  practical  remarks, 
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for  the  perusal  and  direction  of  the  public  generally. 
I  do  so  with  the  most  sincere  desire  to  propose,  if 
possible,  that  which  may,  in  the  least,  mitigate 
the  difficulties  we  too  often  find  ourselves  placed 
in  by  delay.  These  directions,  if  followed,  I  feel  as¬ 
sured  will  not  only  often  avert,  but  as  frequently  dis¬ 
arm,  this  scourge  of  its  terror,  by  preserving  a  period 
of  time,  (until  the  arrival  of  the  practitioner)  in  the 
loss  of  which,  death  too  often  makes  sure  of  his 
victim.  The  earlier  it  is  had  recourse  to,  the  less 
the  danger,  and  consequent  mortality,  as  is  most 
evident  by  the  table  of  cases  annexed. 

I  cannot  impress  too  often  or  too  forcibly  the  im¬ 
portance  of  a  continual  professional  supervision, 
otherwise,  the  attendants,  from  various  causes,  des¬ 
pond;  not  uncommonly  become  inebriated,  for  the 
spirit  bottle  in  these  cases  is  always  given  out  ad 
libitum  as  a  sovereign  specific  against  contagion ;  they 
consequently  become  inactive,  causing  inattention 
to  a  most  important  part  of  the  practice  ;  this  oc¬ 
curred  to  me  a  few  days  since.  I  was  called  to  see  a 
man  who  had  been  sixteen  hours  pulseless,  of  a 
leaden  blue  colour  all  over  the  body.  I  found  the  an- 
timonial  solution  had  been  given,  but  not  the  dilu¬ 
ents  to  anything  like  a  sufficient  extent.  I  im¬ 
mediately  ordered  a  large  pitcher,  to  be  made  full  of 
toast  and  water  ;  he  drank  pint  after  pint  in  my 
presence,  and  as  continually  vomited  it ;  his  colour 
in  half  an  hour,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  by¬ 
standers,  Vas  restored  to  its  natural  hue ;  the 
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respiration  became  free,  and  he  expressed  him¬ 
self  much  relieved  ;  his  sight  became  clear,  which 
I  have  very  frequently  in  this  blue  stage  found 
very  dim.  This  remedial  effort  however  came  too 
late  by  their  neglect,  he  continued  better  for  eight 
hours — a  bloody  stool  appeared,  of  a  brick  dust 
colour,  and  he  sunk  in  twenty-three  hours  from  the 
time  I  first  saw  him.  I  had  much  hope  of  his  re¬ 
covery,  even  at  this  late  period,  from  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  impression  made  upon  him,  until  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  red  stools  ;  the  effect  in  this  case  of 
long  inattention  to  the  instructions  given.  This 
man  lived  much  longer  than  usual  after  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  these  bloody  evacuations.  I  mention  this 
important  case  as  a  lesson,  how  little  you  can  trust 
to  any  exertions  but  your  own  :  they  must  be  un¬ 
bending  to  command  success  at  all. 

Had  the  friends  pursued  the  treatment  directed, 
sixteen  hours  earlier,  which  I  forced  upon  them 
when  I  arrived,  success  might  have  followed  be¬ 
fore  the  system  had  become  further  entangled  by 
the  loss  of  time,  in  a  labyrinth  of  disease. 

Uncompromising  diligence  will  overcome  great 
obstacles,  and  the  treatment  of  Asiatic  Cholera, 
above  all  diseases,  requires  it,  to  conduct  to  a  favour¬ 
able  issue. 

I  am  aware  this  communication  has  become 
longer  than  intended,  but  the  great  interest,  and  the 
numerous  hours,  both  by  day  and  night  I  have  de¬ 
voted  to  its  observation,  must  be  my  excuse  in  a 
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desire  to  add,  however  small  a  proportion,  to  our 
present  but  too  scanty  store  of  knowledge  upon  the 
subject:  convinced,  that  it  will  be  found  the  most 
efficient  and  simple  plan  of  treatment  at  present  in 
use,  in  restoring  the  balance  of  the  circulation, 
checking  the  excessive  drain,  and  alleviating  the 
agonizing  cramps,  without  the  dread  of  con¬ 
secutive  FEVER. 

My  only  pretext  for  becoming  an  author,  after 
the  endless  number  which  have  preceded  me,  is  the 
hope  of  substantiating  the  pre-eminence  of  the  plan 
I  have  proposed  ;  or  eliciting  the  substitution  of  a 
better,  founded  not  upon  theory,  but,  as  I  have  at¬ 
tempted,  upon  facts  and  practical  returns. 


CLASS. 

RECOVE¬ 

RIES. 

DEATHS. 

I. 

28 

0 

II. 

25 

11 

III. 

11 

19 

Total. 

64 

30 

The  above  classification  of  the  cases  will  be 
found  explained  in  page  9,  being  the  state  of  the 
patients  when  they  came  under  this  treatment. 
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Manchester,'  September  7th,  1833. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

Having  heard  that  you  are  about  to  publish  some  remarks 
upon  Cholera,  and  that  you  are  desirous  of  receiving  evi¬ 
dence  as  to  the  efficacy  of  the  Antimonial  treatment,  I  hope 
you  will  not  consider  me  intrusive  for  briefly  addressing  you 
on  this  important  subject. 

You  will  recollect  that,  in  defiance  of  the  restrictive 
measures  which  I  adopted,  as  surgeon  to  the  prison  of  this 
town,  and  which,  with  other  circumstances,  were  detailed  in 
No.  41  of  the  London  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  the 
Spasmodic  Cholera  made  its  appearance  sporadically  among 
the  prisoners  in  September  last  year. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  theorise  upon  the  character  of 
this  malady,  nor  upon  its  causes :  enough  has  been  written 
on  the  subject  to  convince  unprofessional  persons  that  it  is 
a  mysterious  visitor  ;  and  they  will  perhaps  be  much  more 
gratified  if  we  can  cure,  rather  than  reason  upon  the  cause 
of  their  terrors. 

In  some  of  the  first  cases,  the  symptoms  of  which  were 
altogether  so  characteristic  as  to  need  no  description,  Opium 
and  stimulants  of  all  kinds,  internal  and  external,  were 
freely  tried,  with  only  a  temporary  effect.  The  organic 
functions  of  the  body  (of  which  the  heart  is  the  centre)  were 
all  prostrate ;  but  this  state  of  things,  unlike  syncope,  was 
not  to  be  relieved  by  those  usual  remedies,  which,  acting 
on  the  nervous  system,  restore  the  arterial  action  so  as  to 
propel  the  blood  through  the  lungs,  for  its  renovation. 

Here  nature,  in  her  animal  functions,  was  painfully  sen¬ 
sible  of  her  situation,  and  the  sensorium  was  unimpaired, — 
but  she  was  evidently  unequal  to  the  duties  required  for  her 
relief. 

I  had  heard  of  the  success  which  had  been  derived  from. 

the  Antimonial  treatment,  which  you  introduced  under  your 
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superintendence,  at  the  Knott  Mill  Cholera  Hospital,  and  I 
determined  to  try  it.  Need  I  assert,  that  the  report  of  the 
cases  submitted  to  this  treatment,  justifies  me  in  the  opinion 
that  it  met  with  comparative  success?  What,  let  me  ask,  is 
the  condition  of  the  Cholera  patient?  The  organic  functions 
are  altogether  at  a  low  ebb.  The  blood  has  left  the  extreme 
parts,  and  is,  to  a  great  extent,  stagnant  in  the  interior  of  the 
body.  Respiration  is  ineffective,  and  thus  the  surface  is  cold 
and  of  a  ghastly  blue  tinge.  The  stomach  is  inactive,  and 
therefore  does  not  respond  to  the  application  of  medicines  : 
indeed  the  patient  prefers  cold  w^ater  to  any  stimulus  that  is 
offered.  'The  liver  is  indolent,  and  vitiated  fluids  are  poured 
out  from  the  intestines  secreted  from  vitiated,  unoxygenated 
blood.  In  short,  all  the  organs  connected  with  respiration, 
secretion,  and  assimilation,  are  suddenly  arrested  in  their 
office. 

It  may  be  asked  then,  why  Tartarized  Antimony  is  given 
in  this  state  of  the  body.  The  answer  seems  plain  ;  and 
the  effect  which  it  produced  upon  many  of  the  patients  in 
our  prison  is,  in  my  mind,  a  sufficient  explanation. 

Independently  of  its  Antimonial  effect,  as  restoring  the 
balance  of  the  circulation,  and  acting  in  any  way  upon  the 
secretions,  it  excited  mechanically,  by  vomiting,  such  a 
continual  powerful  succussion  of  the  whole  muscular  appa¬ 
ratus  of  the  chest  and  belly,  (especially  when  cold  water  had 
been  freely  given,)  that  the  reservoirs  of  stagnant  blood 
therein,  were  emptied ;  the  heart’s  action  was  increased ;  the 
circulation  was  gradually  equalized  throughout  the  body ; 
the  blood  was  decarbonized  in  the  lungs  ;  the  liver  was 
brought  into  action,  and  the  secretions  per  anum  resume 
at  length,  their  feculent  character. 

The  administration  of  Tartarized  Antimony  then,  seems 
to  have  a  two-fold  effect,  as  Antimony  quoad  hoc,  and  as 
a  powerful  mechanical  agent.  Whether  it  be  approved  of  or 
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not,  it  has  been  given  by  myself  upon  the  principles  alluded 
to ;  and  I  have  had  the  enviable  pleasure  of  being  a  witness 
to  its  effects  at  the  bed-sides  of  prisoners,  who,  after  a 
pulseless,  hopeless,  state  of  suspended  animation,  continuing 
for  many  hours,  have  been  restored  to  life,  without  the 
dread  of  consecutive  fever. 

I  may,  with  deference,  recommend  the  treatment  alluded 
to  in  premonitory  cases,  many  of  which  were  cut  short  in  my 
prison  hospital,  so  soon  as  forcible  vomiting  was  produced, 
by  timely  doses  of  Tartarized  Antimony: — if  the  disease 
ran  its  course,  the  remedy  had  prospectively  its  beneficial 
effect  upon  the  system. 

My  letter  is  very  brief,  (and  I  speak  not  of  collateral 
medicines,)  but  if  it  tends  to  show  why  Antimony  is  given 
in  Cholera ,  and  thereby  can  do  the  least  service  in  a  cause 
so  sacred,  I  shall  not  feel  so  much  ashamed  of  the  deficiency, 
as  a  writer,  of, 

My  dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly, 

HENRY  OLLIER,  Surgeon. 

J.  LANGFORD.  Esq.  New  Bailey  Prison,  Salford. 

P.  S. — I  have  annexed  the  result  of  twenty  cases,  which 
were  treated  in  the  Prison  Hospital  with  the  Antimonial 
Solution  solely,  as  you  have  directed,  and  classed  according 
to  your  discriminating  arrangement,  to  elucidate  the  practice. 


CLASS. 

RECOVE¬ 

RIES. 

DEATHS. 

I. 

6 

0 

II. 

5 

0 

III. 

3 

6 

Total. 

14 

6 

30 


Dear  Sir, 


Quay -street,  Manchester, 

September,  1833. 


I  cannot,  I  fear,  add  interest  or  importance  to  the  judi¬ 
cious  practical  remarks  contained  in  your  pamphlet  upon 
Cholera,  the  MS  of  which  I  have,  as  the  privilege  of  a 
friend,  perused. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  think  favorably  of  the  treatment, 
originated  by  Dr.  Reich,  of  Berlin,  because  I  had  the  good 
fortune  first  to  draw  your  attention  to  it,  in  this  district. 

But  with  all  my  respect  for  its  administration,  in  the  ab¬ 
stract,  I  am  bound  to  admit  that  you  have  greatly  aided  in 
ascertaining  its  practical  advantage  ;  and  I  have  much 
pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  skill  and  success,  with 
which,  in  your  own  sphere  of  usefulness,  you  have  carried 
out  the  treatment,  and  made  it  the  agent  of  extensive  good. 
This  too,  be  it  remembered,  has  been  done  under  circum¬ 
stances  which  required  no  mean  exercise  of  firmness,  inas¬ 
much  as  the  treatment  met  with  grave  opposition  by  many 
brother  practitioners,  and  was  at  first  justified  only  by  the 
direful  character  of  the  disease ;  which,  as  it  baffled  all  or¬ 
dinary  remedies,  demanded  that  resort  should  he  had  to  ex¬ 
traordinary  means.  The  practice  to  which  I  refer,  is  the 
giving  of  small  and  repeated  doses  of  Emetic  Tartar,  with  a 
view  to  arouse  the  patient  from  the  extreme  depression, 
which,  in  cases  of  Cholera,  bears  down  and  renders  prostrate 
the  whole  animal  system.  The  expedient  succeeded  on  the 
first  trial ;  and  assured  by  the  success  of  the  experiment,  I 
followed  up  the  treatment,  and  now  adopt  it  as  the  unvary¬ 
ing  rule  of  my  practice.  During  the  last  month,  I  have 
treated  upwards  of  thirty  cases  in  this  manner ;  and  I  shall 
give  you  a  brief  summary  of  their  results  : — Twenty  be¬ 
longed  to  No.  1,  of  your  classification;  six  to  the  second 
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class,  and  four  to  the  third,  or  stage  of  collapse  :  all  the 
cases  in  class  No.  1 ;  four  of  those  in  class  No.  2;  and  one 
of  those  in  class  No  3,  recovered.  The  remaining  five,  of 
classes  number  2  and  3,  died.  The  one  in  class  No.  3,  who 
recovered,  partook  freely  of  fluids ;  the  three  of  that  class 
who  died,  as  well  as  the  two  in  class  N  o.  2,  refused  them  alto¬ 
gether,  or  would  only  take  them  very  sparingly.  In  the  other 
twenty-five  cases,  a  strong  desire  for  fluids  prevailed,  and 
the  gradual  restoration  of  the  suspended  functions  was  most 
gratifying. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  trouble  you  further  on  this 
subject,  as,  from  our  frequent  conversations,  I  am  assured 
that  there  is  a  perfect  coincidence  of  opinion  between  us  as 
to  the  pathology  and  treatment  of  the  disease.  I  shall  rejoice 
to  see  the  institution  of  a  better  mode  of  dealing  with  it  in 
the  collapsed  stage,  where  the  patient  refuses  fluids .  The 
malady  under  such  circumstances  is  indeed  a  monster. 

Believe  me,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  very  faithfully, 

W.  B.  STOTT,  Surgeon. 


J.  LANGFORD,  Esq. 
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My  practice  during  the  present  month  of  August 
1833,  has  been  equally  successful.  I  have  admin¬ 
istered  the  Antimonial  Solution,  in  every  case  of 
Diarrhoea,  without  vomiting,  attended  with  the  most 
marked  success  ;  in  doses  from  half  an  ounce  to  a 
teaspoonful,  according  to  the  age,  every  three  or 
four  hours,  permitting  the  patient  to  drink  freely 
of  toast  and  water,  which  they  will  readily  do,  there 
being  usually  much  thirst.  It  does  not  always 
vomit,  and  generally  removes  the  complaint  in 
twentv-four  hours,  sometimes  in  three  or  four 
doses,  always  producing  a  healthy  secretion  from 
the  intestines.  The  cases  of  diarrhoea  have  been 
innumerable,  in  all  ages,  from  a  few  months  to  ad¬ 
vanced  age. 

Amongst  the  families  occupying  the  same  house, 
and  often  the  same  room,  where  Asiatic  Cholera 
was  running  its  course,  there  were  great  numbers 
with  diarrhoea,  mostly  attended  with  vomiting, 
sometimes  also  cramps  ;  in  all  these  cases  I  have 
removed  the  symptoms  by  the  antimonial. 

I  cannot  doubt,  that  in  many  of  these  instances, 
without  timely  aid,  they  would  have  progressed  into 
regular  Asiatic  Cholera. 
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INSTRUCTIONS  FOR 

THE 

GUIDANCE 

OF 

THE 

PUBLIC,  DURING 

THE 

PREVALENCE 

OF 

THE 

EPIDEMIC,  CALLED  ASIATIC  CHOLERA, 


No  time  should  be  lost  in  sending  for  medical  aid. 

This  disease  more  frequently  commences  during 
the  night,  in  a  violent  form,  indicated  by  vomiting 
and  purging ,  the  severity  of  which  is  usually  so 
overpowering,  for  the  space  of  from  one  to  four 
hours,  as  to  bring  the  person  immediately  to  a  state 
of  disease,  too  often  both  hopeless  and  irrecover¬ 
able.  This  form  of  disease  cannot  be  mistaken. 

I  beg  to  press  upon  attention  the  high  import¬ 
ance,  and  the  great  advantage  of  obviating  the  loss 
of  time ,  which  must  pass,  before  aid  can  be  had. 

In  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  the  patient  has  been 
labouring  under  the  attack  several  hours,  before 
medical  aid  is  had  recourse  to,  when  the  disease  is 
found  in  an  advanced  stage. 

The  moment  it  is  suspected  to  have  appeared,  by 
vomiting  and  purgings  or  either,  take  one-fourth part , 
or  two  tablespoonfuls  of  the  following  mixture,  every 
two  hours. 

Tartarized  Antimony,  two  and  a  half  grains  ; 
Distilled  Water,  four  ounces  ;  Rectified  Spirit,  two 
drachms.  This  mixture  to  be  kept  ready  in  the 
house. 

To  aid  this  vomiting ,  drink  half  a  pint  of  tepid 
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water,  every  quarter  of  an  hour,  until  medical  aid 
arrives  to  direct  its  omission  or  continuance. 

For  children  under  seven ,  half  the  dose  above 
named ;  and  under  two  years  of  age,  a  teaspoonful . 
To  be  most  particular  in  aiding  the  vomiting,  by 
draughts  of  tepid  water ,  or  toast  and  water ;  if 
during  the  night,  warm  water  cannot  he  had,  drink 
cold. 

By  following  these  simple  instructions,  the 
prompt  advantages  derived,  are,  that  an  import¬ 
ant  remedial  action  is  immediately  produced;  pre¬ 
serving  the  heat ;  relieving  the  cramps,  if  present ; 
and  checking  the  excessive  purging ,  which  other¬ 
wise  would  be  going  on ;  and  too  often,  even  in  one 
hour ,  bring  the  person  to  that  state,  in  which  death 
makes  sure  of  his  victim. 

I  have  generally  averted  the  disease  by  this 
efficient  and  simple  practice,  if  had  recourse  to 
without  any  delay ,  and  restored  the  patient  in  a  few 
hours.  In  others  it  has  conducted  to  a  favourable 
issue. 

The  loss  of  life ,  by  this  early  attention ,  being  most 
insignificant ,  disarming  at  once,  this  scourge  of  its 
dreadful  mortality. 

Again,  I  say,  do  not  permit  delay. 

Use  no  other  remedy ;  rigidly  abstain  from  lauda¬ 
num,  brandy,  and  stimulants. 


HARRISON  AND  CROSFIELD,  PRINTERS,  MANCHESTER. 


